Notes on Fingerspelling
PRODUCTION:
1. Fingerspelling is used specifically for:
a. Names of people: Steve, Amy, etc.
b. Brand names: Levi’s, Pepsi, Kleenex, etc.
c. Names of places: Seattle, Gallipolis, etc (if no known sign)
d. Concepts without one well-know sign: multidisciplinary
e. Emphasis: love, life, fun 
2. Clarity rather than speed – make each letter clear and crisp. Better to be clear the first time than have to repeat yourself.
3. Produce with dominant hand only and consistently, unless unable.
4. Do not bounce! Keep arm still. Double letter may bounce or slide.
5. Not a substitute for a sign.  Why? FS = English, no visual concepts. It is better to Gesture what you are trying to convey. Use “circumlocution” – use signs you do know to get your point across.
COMPREHENSION:

1. Sound out the word phonetically as you watch it being spelled. Do not say letters in your head like “A-M-Y”. Too much work! Look at the WHOLE word.
2. Look at person’s face, not hands! Use peripheral vision. If you still can’t understand after 2-3 time, glance at hand or spell it with them.
3. Use closure skills. Most deaf people don’t actually see each individual letter produced. Fill in the blanks like “Wheel of Fortune.” Know the general topic/context of the sentence. For example, (Female signs) MY NAME S_LLY. Only one option.
4. PRACTICE! PRACTICE! PRACTICE!
a. License plates (number, too!)
b. Street signs
c. Friends names
d. Song lyrics
e. Items related to a theme (fruits, colors, states, etc.)
